The Salvation Army/TD Garden
Case Study: 2500 Masks to Students in Boston

Volunteers pre-packed the backpacks with supplies.

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh addresses the crowd.

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh and leaders from The Salvation Army and
TD Garden in front of a Boston Duck Boat before the distribution.

Students receive backpacks filled with a mask and school supplies.

Project Needs

The Salvation Army of Massachusetts holds an annual back-to-school community event
every August at TD Garden in Boston. For the event, backpacks are filled with school
supplies to help alleviate some financial stress for families who are struggling before
starting the school year. With the complications of holding an event during the COVID-19
pandemic, The Salvation Army decided to instead have a "Back-to-School Distribution" at
three of the Salvation Army Boston locations over three days and filled the backpacks with
useful items for students as they head back to school. Since facemasks are required for all
students in Massachusetts schools during COVID-19, The Salvation Army wanted a high
quality, reusable mask to include in the backpacks.
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The Results

Teaming up with AIS and the United Way of North Central Massachusetts, TD Garden
sponsored 2500 student masks through AIS’s Sew the Masks program. AIS designed,
manufactured and sent a mix of child and adult sized masks, and TD Garden's tax
deductible donation covered the cost for the masks. Additional companies donated school
supplies, such as crayons, notebooks, hygiene supplies and more. The day of the event
brought a visit from Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, the Boston Superintendent of Schools,
and other dignitaries as they loaded up a Boston Duck Boat with backpacks for
distribution to students and families.

Learn more about the AIS Sew the Masks
Campaign at www.sewthemasks.com.

